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CONNEXION 


BETWEEN 


Induſtry and Property, &c. 


Ir men wiſh effectually to reap the ad- 
vantages of civilization, they muſt ad- 
here firmly and invariably to ſuch general 
principles as are capable of uniting all the 
parts of ſociety in a common intereſt. 


One of the principles adopted with this 
view by the civilized world, is property; 
intended to act by its impreſſive ſtimulus 
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on all parts of the community, and to 
excite that induſtry, which produces all 


the food and all the comforts of life. 


To effect ſo comprehenſive a purpoſe, 
the animating influence of this principle 
muſt extend from the cottage to the pa- 
lace; and thus producing general advan- 
tage, muſt inſure to itſelf general pro 
tection. 


Common labour ſhould procure ſub- 
ſiſtence; labour, ingenuity, and econo- 
my, more than common, ſhould lead to 
property; the unreſtrained exchange and 
tranſmiſſion of this property ſhould con- 
tinue the ſtimulus, and be productive of 
individual, which, in the aggregate, is 
national proſperity. 


That this general influence of property 
on induſtry, is often obſtructed, and, in 
ſome inſtances by regulations originally 
intended to aſſiſt it, is a truth known to 


every 


„ 
every man of obſervation; but the preſent 
addreſs has ſolely for its object, to point 
out one of theſe inſtances—the miſappli- 
cation of the relief diſtributed to the poor. 


I have long ſeen, with equal aſtoniſh- 
ment and regret, that the immenſe ſums 
expended annually for this benevolent 
purpoſe, have produced fo few beneficial 
effects; and I have been convinced, that 
ſuch unſatisfatory reſults from efforts fo 
liberal, muſt have proceeded from a ra- 
dical defect in the mode of adminiſtering 
the relief. | 


This defect and its cauſe, appear to 
me equally evident ; and your reports, 
to which ſo much reſpect and gratitude 
are due from the public, confirm my 
opinion, that the preſent principle of 
diſtribution, inſtead of co-operating with 
the hope of property, to excite induſtry, 
counteracts this great ſpring of uſeful 
action. 


B 3 The 


118 
The price or reward of the labour ex- 
erted by an individual, cannot be ſuffi- 
cient for the maintenance of a large fa- 
mily. 


This price muſt always be regulated 
by the work done, without reference to 
the particular circumſtances of the per- 
ſon labouring; the ſame quantity or 
quality of work muſt deſerve the ſame 
price, whether executed by a ſingle man, 


or by the father of fix children. 


If therefore any additional burthen, ſuch 
as the maintenance of children, be im- 
poſed on labour; its price muſt either be 
generally raiſed, and thus exceed what is 
requiſite for a ſingle man, or the father 
of a family muſt remain incapable of ſup- 
porting that family from his labour : it is 
therefore evident that wants ariſing from 
particular ſituations, ſuch as children, 
age, ſickneſs, or infirmities, muſt be 

ſupplied 


5 
ſupplied from the general wealth of the 


community. 


But it is equally apparent, that if the | 
relief which the community grants for 
the objects above mentioned, be diſtri- 
buted, not in proportion to thoſe wants, 
abſtractedly conſidered, but in proportion 
to a very different criterion, namely, a 
deficiency of earnings, then all theſe al- 
lowances tend to depreſs, not to encou- 
rage, induſtry. 


An attentive conſideration of the ſtate * 
of labourers, confirmed by the opinion | | 
of thoſe who, in the adminiſtration of N 
parochial relief, have been moſt conver- 
ſant with their diſtreſſes, induces me to 
propoſe, that a fixed national allowance 
Should be made to every labourer, of one ſhil- 
ling weekly, for every child under ten years 
of age; not as alms, not as a humiliating 
badge of incapacity, but as an honourable 
contribution of the ſociety at large, towards 
the ſupport of the riing generation. 
In 


* 


WW. 
In conſidering the mode of relief now 
_ prevailing, and that which I ſuggeſt, the 
reſults will be found exactly oppoſite. 


If the community aſſume as its prin- 
ciple to aſcertain the earnings of a man 
with fix children, and to ſupply the defi- 
ciency required for the maintenance of 
the family, it is obvious, that though the 
amount of this deficiency may be varied 
by the increaſed induſtry of the man, yet 
his own ſituation cannot be improved. 
If, for example, he work in a degree to 
maintain himſelf alone, the deficiency 1s 
ſupplied for the maintenance of the ſix 
children : if he exert himſelf ſufficiently 
to maintain two children, he receives 
ſubſiſtence for the other four: ſhould he 
by additional induſtry maintain this latter 
number, then two only regulate the pro- 
portion of allowance, 


What 


E 


What inducement has ſuch a man to 
increaſed exertion? The leaſt and the 
greateſt activity lead to a ſimilar reſult ; 
can it be ſurpriſing that, under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, he poſſeſſes no induſtry, no 
energy ; and that every occaſional profit 
is immediately diſſipated ; for if he fave 
on the one hand, he loſes as much al- 
lowance on the other: thus the chief 
ſpur to induſtry is, with reſpect to him, 
non-exiſtent ; he has no fair proſpect by 
any effort, by any economy, to realize 
property,* and he cannot therefore be 
intereſted in the protection of that from 
which he can derive no enjoyment, 


Let us reverſe the caſe ! Let the al- 
lowance to this man, as far as relates to 
his children, be determinate; then his 
income will rife and fall in proportion 
to his induſtry : common labour will be 
ſuſtenance to him the allowance ſuſte- 

nance 


* See Davies and other writers on the ſtate of 
poor families, 
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nance to his children ; increaſed labour 
or unuſual ingenuity will leave a ſur- 
plus : a faving of that ſurplus, no longer 
counteracted by a decreaſe of allowance, 
will be natural and probable ; there will 
then really exiſt a relation between in- 
duſtry and property ; and the labourer 
will feel the intereſts of his family inter- 
woven with the preſervation of the ſtate. 


At prefent, clogged as labour is with 
the maintenance of children, the price 
is neither adapted to the ſingle, nor to 
the married man; and both, thus diſ- 
proportionably ſupplied, are led alike to 
the haunts of intoxication—the one by 
fuperfluity, the other by deſpair: on 
fuch a ſyſtem the father of a family (a 
ſtate, which, of all others in the commu- 
nity, beſt deſerves encouragement ; a 
ſtate the moſt natural, ſober, and vir- 
tuous; the moſt attached to induſtry 
and order) is bereft of the energy of in- 

dependence, 
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dependence, by loſing the cheering hope 
of property. 

If it be congenial to our natures that 
we ſhould be differently affected by the 
contemplation of happineſs or of miſery 
in others, or that we ſhould deſire ſe- 
curity and tranquillity for ourſelves ; we 
muſt cultivate ſome common bond of 
union between all claſſes of ſociety ; we 
mult clear all the channels thro' which 
property circulates, that each rill may 
feel the height of the flood, in its juſt 
proportion to the broadeſt ſtream. 


All muſt be anxiouſly deſirous to ſee 
the riſing generation educated in habits 
of ſobriety and proſperous induſtry: from 
whom can we expect that conſtant and 
affectionate attention towards children, 
which alone can inſtil and foſter ſuch ha- 
bits, but from the parent? Yet how can 
we now hope to find, amongſt the la- 
bourers, this ſolicitude, when ſcarcely 
any effort can avail to improve their con- 

dition, 


1 
dition, or that of their offspring? Can 
we look for examples of virtue, ſobriety, 
and economy, under that roof, where 
virtue and vice terminate alike in hope- 
leſs dependence ? 


That ſo many parents have lately ex- 
hibited examples of affections eſtranged 
from their natural tendency, is alone ſuf- 
ficient to prove that there is ſomething 
radically and miſerably wrong in our pre- 
tent ſyſtem. | 


Let thoſe who complain of immorality 
in the lower claſſes, reflect how naturally 
the regard for property is ſtrengthened 
by the hope, and weakened by the de- 
{pair of obtaining it; let them conſider 
what has been ſo admirably expreſſed in 
the preface of your reports, hat of every 
ſpecies of idleneſs, hopeleſs indigence is the 


moſt inveterate. 


The 
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The preſent laws afford relief to la- 
bourers with large families, only when 
they declare themſelves paupers: by that 
act relinquiſhing for ever the honorable 
pride which ſweetens and invigorates 
exertion. 


If an honourable aſſiſtance were ad- 
vanced to them at an earlier period, a 
ſpirit would be preſerved, which might 
ſoon provide for its own wants; if this 
foſtering aid be denied, a greater expence 
mult be incurred, without a ſimilar ad- 
vantage ; not only parents, but their chil- 
dren, educated under a ſenſe of degra- 
dation, will probably be perpetual bur- 
thens to ſociety. | 


An objection may be ſtarted, that the 
allowance ſhould ceaſe when the parent 
ſhall have obtained a certain portion of 
property ; but it is obvious that ſuch a 
meaſure would deſtroy the beneficial ef- 
fet : were the emoluments arifing from 


economy 


Bro 
economy to be counterbalanced by a de- 
creaſe of allowance, we ſhould revert to 
our preſent ſituation, and no ſavings 


would be made. 


I think that many individuals, after a 
few years, would, with a generous ſpirit, 
relinquiſh this aſſiſtance; but in no caſe 
ſhould it be withdrawn unleſs at their 
own requeſt, 


That relief which is diſcretional, and 
requires a local examination, mult inevit- 
ably remain parochial, to guard againſt 
unlimited profuſion ; but the allowances 
I propoſe for children, depending ſolely 
on the proof of their exiſtence under 
the ſpecified age, ſhould be national, 
and totally ſeparated from parochial caſes 
of age, infirmity, and ſickneſs.“ 


If 


* Theſe caſes of parochial relief do not come 


- within the ſcope of this addreſs; yet can I not avoid 
| obſerving, 
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If in addition to this fixed, honorable, 
national allowance, which I have pro- 
poſed for children, were added a perfect 
freedom for labourers to engage them- 
ſelves wherever they could beſt find em- 
ployment, to quit a declining for a more 
proſperous branch of induſtry; in a 
word, if the diſpoſal of the property of 
labour were to be as free as the diſpoſal 
of other poſſeſſions, the price would find 


its natural level; procure ready employ- 
ment 


obſerving, in a curſory manner, that the aſſiſtance 
afforded would lead to effects infinitely more ſatiſ- 
factory, if we adopted ſome fixed principles of al- 
lowance, in lieu of calculating the earnings of thote 
who are to be relieved. 

If a perſon labours under ſome bodily infirmity, 
which renders him leſs able than a perſon in health, 
in the proportion of one or two ſhillings a week, 
what objection can be offered to his receiving a 
fixed allowance commenſurate to his inability ? By 
this regulation the man's exertions remain under the 
natural ſtimulus of property ; and if he earns more 
than in his circumſtances could be expected, this 
ſurplus is ſo much food or other benefit, gained tv 
the community ; but if we enquire on the contrary 
what he earns, and as he earns more, allow him 
leſs, why ſhould he exert himſelf? 
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ment in agriculture and manufactures, 


and ſeldom, if ever, would it be neceſ- 
ſary to provide occupation for any man. 


Your reports, and the various propo- 
fals made in all parts of the kingdom for 
accommodating and aſſiſting working 
men, and for furnithing them with means 
for improving their property in the early 
ſtages of its accretion,* ſhew that no- 
thing is wanting to their proſperity but 
the power of eſtabliſhing that foundation 
on which the ſuperſtructure is to be 
raiſed, by a continuation of exertion and 
economy. 


When fathers of families can fave 
ſomething from wages, friendly ſocieties 
will increaſe and flouriſh. | 


Then, the acquiſition of garden plots, 
of 


* Sce a late excellent publication of William 
Morton Pitt, Eſq. relative to the proviſion of cot- 
tages for agricultural labourers. 
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of cows, and other means of increaſing 
his comforts, will be within the reach 
of the ſober and prudent labourer ; be- 
cauſe either individuals or ſocieties will 
be encouraged to afford him aſſiſtance, 
by a fair proſpect of ſafety to the perſons 
who make the advance, and of perma- 
nent benefit to the perſon aſſiſted. 


Then, the impoſitions ſo frequently 
complained of in mills and ſhops of vari- 
ous deſcriptions, will find a conſidera- 
ble check, becauſe an independent man 
can transfer his cuſtom to thoſe who 
will ſerve him honeſtly. 


Then, work by the job or the piece 
would become more general: this mode 
of employment, beſides affording the ha- 
bitual pleaſure which we all feel when 
acting for ourſelves, combines alſo, bet- 
ter than any other, the intereſt of the 
labourer with the intereſt of ſociety, by 


exciting him to produce the greatelt 
C quantity 
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quantity of work. This deſirable mode 
of labour is now impeded becauſe too 
little truſt can be placed in the quality of 
the work ſo done: but how eſſentially 
would this impediment be diminiſhed, 
when the labourer ſhould feel himſelf 
reſting on his good character for his fu- 


ture riſe in the world. 


Vice, and particularly that ſpecies of 
it which invades the property of others, 
can only be held in deteſtation by all, 
when all feel the general benefit reſult- 
ing from the inviolability of poſſeſſions. 


I am not ſo ſanguine as to expect, 
from the moſt beneficial arrangements, 
great immediate effects; I know the 
force of cuſtom, and am aware that many 
labourers have acquired bad habits, which 
time only can correct; yet am I con- 
vinced that the change I propoſe is fo 
effential and juſtly founded, that with the 
affiſtance of ſome regulations relative to 

cleanlineſs, 


1 þ 


cleanlineſs, white waſhing, &c. the pre- 
ſent too common appearance of filth, 
diſcontent, and poverty, would, ere 
long, give way to neatneſs, animation, 
and content. 


The attempt to impoſe on the wages 
of one perſon the maintenance of many, 
only tends to overwhelm the fathers of 
families, and to repreſs their own and 


their children's induſtry, 


The general idleneſs and miſery thus 
created, we endeavour to palliate, by 
enormous poor-rates, which, as the 
mode of dittribution carries no principle 
of cure, are increaſing with accelerated 
motion, and reducing the middle clafles 
of ſociety to the ſame ſtate as the loweſt. 


A fixed allowance for the children, will 
leave the parents to reap fairly the fruit 
of their labour, and inequalities of ad- 
vantage will follow the inequalities of 

exertion : 
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exertion : then will be re-eſtabliſhed the 
action of property on induſtry. 


We protect property in its moſt diſtant 
ramifications, and muſt not furely ſuffer 
the trunk to decay ! 


It is only by encouraging an unim- 
peded circulation of the vivifying juices, 
from the root to the utmoſt extremities, 
that we can enliven and invigorate the 
whole ! 


Exeter, April the 7th, 1798. 


Fg. 


